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This is bound to sound like a repeat.  
I don’t think I can help it.  I do very 
much want, via this newsletter, to 
express gratitude to Rabbi and Sara 

for all they do over the High Holy Days’ period.  They put 
in so much effort.  How else can I say “thank you”, other 
than simply saying just that.  So, whilst this may sound 
like pure repetition, I do, nonetheless, say it with          
renewed meaning.  In case you were not able to attend 
any of our services (as I write, this includes Rosh       
Hashanah, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur, and Sukkot, with 
Simchat Torah still to come), may I suggest you might 
read Rabbi’s sermons. 

I also sincerely thank our Choir, our Security Team and 
everyone responsible for our children’s services.  It was 
truly a great effort.  It always is.  And I must mention our 
amazing shofar blowers.  You might even say – they blew 
us away!  I was particularly impressed when, at the end 
of the Rosh Hashanah first morning service, over 35     
children mounted the bimah to listen in wonderment to 
the unique sound of our shofar. 

The last point I want to make in relation to the High Holy 
Days is our Yom Kippur appeal.  I know you have read 
about this.  Peter spoke imaginatively and succinctly on 
Kol Nidre.  Please take his message and give whatever 
support you can. 

In September, Sharon Rose, Peter 
and Sioned Vos, and I and my wife 
attended the annual fund-raising 
dinner held by Reform Judaism 
(RJ). We all thought it was an  
inspiring event where the several 
speakers spoke eloquently and 
impressively about Judaism in 

general and Reform Judaism in particular.  The guest 
speaker was Robert Rinder (have you seen his TV shows 
and appearances on “Strictly”?).  He spoke strongly in 
favour of Reform Judaism. He was raised in the orthodox 
world, and he celebrated his own Bar Mitzvah in the very 
hall where the dinner was held.  I have always urged    
anyone who is not a member of a Synagogue to join one 
– preferably ours, but a Synagogue at least!  I repeat that 
message, but I do think that our own Reform Shul has a 
lot to offer. 

RJ is at the forefront of the     campaign to recognise and        
respond to the needs of those who suffer in terms of 
mental health. I have no doubt 
our membership will be               
supportive of this initiative.  A 
speaker at the RJ dinner gave the 
most moving account of the son 
she lost due to suicide.  Her son 
had suffered from depression.  
Mental health covers a very wide spectrum.  We all need 
to think as to how we can pay more attention to this 
problem. 

Your Council has continued to meet – of course, it has!  
One of the policies we are finalising is the implementa-
tion of an environmental or “green” policy.  As             
examples, we have already re -organised the disposal of 
rubbish in the building and embarked on our own       
campaign to minimise the use of plastic, and paper.  At 
our Council meetings, all minutes, reports and other    
papers are circulated via our laptops and notebooks.  
The policy is having final adjustments and will then be 
published. 

We do not often mention sporting achievements.  It 
goes without saying that there is ongoing interest and 
much support for the Albion. We have wondered if we 
could get more people to Shul on a Shabbat morning if 
we laid on a coach (with bagels) to go directly from our 
Shul to the Amex stadium as the service finishes.  (We 
will continue to wonder!)  However, there are great 
sporting achievements amongst or near us. Did you see 
in the  Jewish Chronicle only 3 or 
4 weeks back that Dan Field, son 
of Eileen and Steve, scored an 
extraordinary 220 runs not out to 
lead Sussex Sharks to victory by 5 
wickets in the final of the 2019 
BCEW (visually impaired) David 
Townley Memorial Twenty 20 
Cup.  Mazletov to Dan and the 
family.  And then there is our own Adam Firsht who    
appears in athletic events, winning something most 
weeks.  I wish Adam and his family Mazel Tov. 

Finally, let me conclude by wishing you all again a very 
happy, peaceful and healthy New Year. 
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BELIEVING AND BELONGING;  

A SERMON FOR SUKKOT 
 

D 
o you remember the 2011 
census? The results put 

our city into the news. It turned 
out that Brighton is one of those cities with almost 
the same percentage of Christians as atheist/non-
religious people: 42%. But also, and this was a national 
record, 2.6% of Brighton residents declared that their 
religion was Jedi-ism. Jews were at 0.98%, so in this 
city we have almost three times more Jedi-ists than 
Jews. 

In case you want to know more about Jedi-ism, I 
would suggest not to rush 
to the Religious Studies 
section of any library. 
That is because you prob-
ably won't find anything. 

It is better to turn to the 
science fiction depart-
ment. Seriously. Because 
Jedi-ism is not a               
religion.  The Jedi census 
phenomenon is 
a grassroots movement 
that urges people to      
record their religion as 
"Jedi" after the quasi-
religious order of Jedi 
Knights in the fictional Star Wars universe. They do so, 
either to protest religious related questions in the 
census or in established religious institutions as a 
whole. And yes, unsurprisingly Brighton is home to 
the highest number of people who externalise in this 
way their discomfort towards religion. Add to this the 
number of people professing no faith at all and here 
you go, we have the largest number of atheists than 
any other city. 

That was the census of almost 9 years ago, but things 
have not changed. This is a very secular, almost      
atheistic town, whose culture is generally free and 
irreverent towards any kind of authority. 

Brighton is indeed known for its easy-going attitude 
and generally free and tolerant culture, which makes 
our city extremely attractive for any kind of religion 
and spiritual flavours. Indeed, you name it and we 
have it. Spiritualism, Scientology, Paganism, Wicca 
(that is another kind of Paganism), Druidism, Hare 
Krishna... Those faiths that scholars classify as "New 
Religious Movements" are a massive presence in our 
city and count several thousands of members.  

Some of them are just cults, who’s so called spiritual 
leaders are shady individuals, who exploit the good 
faith of fragile individuals: like the local branch of 
Messianic Judaism, (a Christian sect that adopts some 
Jewish paraphernalia), who’s so called Rabbi was a 
sexual predator or worse.  

Other groups are less disturbing. It is probably difficult 
to take them seriously. Admittedly, most of us laugh 
when we learn that there are religious groups whose 
main beliefs are stories about aliens who descended 
on our planet from another dimension thousands of 
years ago to reveal some secret knowledge. But the 
fact is that in our city there are far more believers in 
these kinds of religions, than practising Jews. Why? 
Why is Brighton so attractive for these forms of       
heterodox spirituality?  

The intellectual freedom, so typical of our town, is 
probably one of the reasons. But there must be     
something else. 

I believe the high percentage of atheists has         
something to do with the popularity of New Religious 
Movements. If you talk to the followers of these      
religions, they will explain to you that they were born 
and educated as Christians, (or sometimes Jewish), 
then became atheists for a while, and eventually 
found a spiritual home in these religious                     
organisations.  

Someone once said that once you stop believing in 
God, then you end up believing in everything, like    
flying saucers, or pristine wisdom passed on from 
mother to daughter since the time of Boudicea the 
Celtic queen, (there are people who actually believe 
that). But I am not persuaded that the reason for the 
success of these forms of religion is the gullibility of 
former atheists.  

Rather, I see that the members of these groups,     
previously Christians or Muslims and sometimes     
Jewish, are looking for a sense of community. New 
Religious Movements offer to those who join, a      
supportive and friendly environment, the feeling that 
when you enter a room you know more or less        
everyone, and that everyone will do their best to 
make you feel welcome, plus you certainly have      
something in common with all of them 

The problem is: quite often this is not true. You       
actually don't have much in common, and if you have, 
it is not historically rooted like a major religion. Like 
indeed Judaism. 

This is an element of our culture that we should never 
underestimate. Judaism is not only a faith, or a        
religion, like Christianity or Islam. And we Jews are 
not only a people like the British, the Italians or the 
Europeans.  

From Rabbi Andrea 



We are a religion AND a people. We share with each 
other a faith, and religious values. But also, we have in 
common an historical heritage.  

At this time of the year, Sukkot, is probably when 
these two Jewish traits, the faith in One God, and the 
historical heritage, are both evident at the same time.  

What do we do to celebrate on Sukkot? We celebrate 
God's protection. The Sukkah, with its imperfect roof is 
a symbol of God's protection. It does not protect us 
completely, because we trust that God protects us.   

The Sukkah is also a symbol of our heritage, of our    
tradition. Like the Jewish tradition, every year the    
Sukkah renews itself, showing new decorations and    
bounties on its walls.  

The Sukkah is not a house just like Judaism is not only a 
culture, but a religion too.  

Very important: no Sukkah is identical to another.    
Everybody can recognise a Sukkah when he sees it, but 
they are all different is size, colour and decorations. 
Indeed, each family has its own and its way to live    
inside the Sukkah, its way to live and practice Judaism. 

This is probably what is missing in the new religious 
movements. The diversity of traditions, the plurality, 
and the freedom of thoughts and interpretations that 
is so typical of the Jewish faith. 

The growth of new religious movements, some of 
them unfortunately cults, shows that human beings 
need to belong to a community.  

In this time of polarisation and acerbic conflicts, I      
believe our community, and Jewish values, have a lot 
to be proud of and perhaps to teach. We can especially 
teach how important the freedom of each family to 
observe Judaism is in its own terms and to educate the 
offspring accordingly.  

Do you notice how children are important on Sukkot? 
Do you see how we make every element of the holy 
day funny and accessible to children? We want them to 
learn as much as they can so that, as adults, they will 
keep on, in their own way, the observance of this holy 
day, and hopeful many others, as they have inherited 
from us.  

Being part of your family and at the same time being 
part of this strange entity, religious and cultural, that is 
the Jewish people. A great honour and also a lot of 
fun.  

Rabbi Andrea’s eulogy given at the funeral of  
David Pincus z”l on 17th September 2019: 

Dear David 
We miss you. Last Shabbat morning in Shul, your Shul, the atmosphere was strangely surreal.  
All your family were there. Your wife, Anne; your daughters, Melanie and Sarah, and your grandchildren, 
Joshua, Adam, Alex and Sophia.  
Three generations of Jews, of Reform Jews, of members of our Shul. Such a wonderful sight, on other    
occasions, and thankfully, not an unusual sight for our Shul. 
But there was no happiness. There was not the serenity that the sight of your family usually inspires in all 
the community.  
Because you were not there, David, and we missed you dearly, just like we miss you today.  
And we will miss you tomorrow, and the day after tomorrow, and again and again. 
The Synagogue has lost a real pillar of the community, always gentle, always polite, always ready to offer 
help.  
Be it on the Catering Team, or leading services at Hyman Fine House for the benefit of all the residents, 
early on Shabbat morning and then arriving at our Shul, in Palmeira Avenue.  
On certain Shabbats David took the service twice!  
The Jewish community will miss a real gentleman, who during his life had been a member of three Shuls, 
beginning with Middle Street in his youth, (a building he had volunteered to preserve and always cared 
for), and then the Progressive, and then the Reform.  
We will miss the graduate from Brighton College, who kept up good relations with the local chaplain, so 
precious for what we call interfaith work.  

Continue overleaf…. 



David was a born and bred Brightonian with strong family ties to South Africa, where 
he lived briefly after the death of his father, before returning to Brighton.  
The Jewish man who over the last year had visited Lithuania several times, in the name 
of family roots and to strengthen peaceful relations, always looked on the bright side, 
as it was in his nature.  
And I personally will miss David the mensch, who had lived all his life according to the 
teaching of Hillel  
שלום ורודף שלום אוהב, אהרן של מתלמידיו הוי   
be a disciple of Aron, search peace and purse peace.  
Whenever there was any controversy in the community, David was always the first to rush into my office.  
He used to sit in front of me and patiently explain the good of all sides, and how problems could be solved, 
for the sake of community union.  
David had good words for everyone and about everyone. The worse he could say was just, in perfect Italian 
"E' un casino" (it's a mess), without blaming anyone. 

 

And now, David, now that you have left us, we feel lost. You have lived with strength and dignity your last 
years, marked by illness.  
And you left us just a few hours before last Shabbat, Shabbat Ki Tetze, when in Synagogue we read, as      
Haftara, a passage from Isaiah, which is about children, grandchildren, descendants, and hope.  
It says "Extend the size of your dwelling, for all the children you'll have".  
Dear David, a few months ago, upon receiving the dreadful new of your illness, you told me that you had 
no regret. You had had a wonderful life, you said, and received plenty of love from your wife, from your     
daughters, and from especially your grandchildren, of which you were so proud.  
You have left this world, and this community, with gentlemanly grace and kindness.   But it was too early.  
There were, there are so many words, and stories, and teachings we would have loved to have listened to, 
from you.  
There is, still, in this community, and in this world, a great need of people like you, lovers of peace and     
pursuers of peace.    
We miss you.  
As Jews, we cannot say where you are. Our religion, that was so dear to you, does not have much to say   
regarding the afterlife. You yourself, as you told me, were not really interested in the subject.  
But wherever you are, together with the tzadikim, the righteous souls of our people, lovers of peace and 
pursuers of peace, please David, please, think of us, of your community and of your family.  
We will for sure continue to think of you and will miss you.  And we will pray, as we are doing now, that 
your memory will turn into a blessing. 

Continued from page 3….. 

 

 

MARTIN GROSS 
 

Funeral Director and 

Funeral Consultant 

to Jewish communities 
 

01273 439792 

07801 599771 

07540 066566 

BHRS would like to thank Martin for 
his dedicated service to our Synagogue 
and for his continued support in the  
future. 

David Pincus z”l 
11/5/41-13/9/19 



was wondering what have been some of your highlights of Shul life in the last year, as we move into 5780 

(2019-2020) following the recent Yamim Noraim, the Days of Awe of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur? 

And what would you like to be different or new for this year? 

For me, a recent one was receiving a Shana Tova gree.ng from “Joshua, 11” in our Cheder, one of the cards 

from the children of our thriving Cheder for a happy and sweet New Year. In a similar vein, another highlight 

was a Friday night service “collab” between the Kolot musicians and Cheder children with our great youth 

workers, Alice and Abi. We shared and taught each other’s music, and then enjoyed a   Chavurah supper – as 

all the best things in Shul come with food! The good news is we’re going to have more coming up, including on 

22 November. Don’t miss it. 

Rabbi and Council would love to have even more of you par.cipa.ng in our Shabbat services in the year ahead. 

That’s also what I’d like to see over the next year. This con.nues our big priority for developing more enjoyable 

Shabbat services, with more variety, easier to join in music and more congregants being involved. Hopefully, 

you’ve seen that our Nashir (let us sing) ini.a.ve started last year has led to a more engaging musical            

experience for you. Our choir are definitely hearing more joining in around them on Shabbat mornings, and we 

are star.ng to benefit from an improved ruach (spirituality), atmosphere and a>endance at services. 

But we want to do more of this with your help. What could you offer to do, with support and guidance?  

 Since his return from Sabba.cal, you’ll have seen that Rabbi is looking for us to share with him the first 

part of the pre-Torah (Shacharit) service. It doesn’t have to be a lot, and can be in Hebrew and English.  

 We are one of the few Reform Shuls where the Torah Por.on (Parasha) is chanted every week, by Rabbi, 

Roger, Steve or (t)ropes” of how to lein from Steve. Would you like to do this? 

 Our choir team ran a familiarisa.on session on the High Holydays music last month, which helped more 

of us join in. Come along to one for the Shabbat morning tunes and melodies which we’ll be organizing 

soon… light refreshments will be provided! 

 Could you speak for a few minutes in the Study Passage slot in the Shabbat morning service to share a 

story, or personal reflec.on or experience, about something in your Jewish and wider life (or do a        

tradi.onal reading)? 

Alongside services, we’re started to get some feedback from and ideas from members on, for example, having 

Shabbat ‘lunch and learn’ style and other events combining prayer, some study and a social aspect. If we    

haven’t  yet spoken to you about what you’d like to learn or discuss more, we will!  

Your Rabbi, myself, wardens and regular lay readers would love to hear from you on any of these opportuni.es 

to become more involved. Please approach any of us. We may do the same to you… 

The heart of all our services is the Torah. Moses tells the people that on entering the Promised Land they 

should erect giant stones, covered in plaster, and inscribed with words of Torah wri>en ba’er heitev. This 

means clearly, authen.cally, or transparently. We learn from this that the Torah, through our Shabbat services 

each week, should be meaningful and engaging with them a pleasurable ac.vity.  

So, more of us contribu.ng and joining in our services and learning will make for an even healthier BHRS       

kehillah (community); and don’t let our wonderful Rabbi and choir have all the fun of leading our services. 

They’d be delighted to share this privilege and responsibility more widely amongst us and get the nachas of 

seeing you more involved! 
Jason Lever 

CREATING A MORE ENGAGED COMMUNITY THROUGH  

OUR SERVICES AND BEYOND 



Cheder Report           from  Sara & the Cheder Team 

Sha’are Shalom 

C 
heder started back on the 8

th
 November and the children enthusias.cally par.cipated 

in a new Mitzvah project, which we hope you all enjoyed. Each child created a New 

Year card for their families and friends. The parents then kindly bought packs of these, which included 

a dona.on enabling Cheder to print and send a card to each family and member of the Synagogue. 

These cards had a very posi.ve, happy response and we received many messages of thanks which we passed to 

cheder children and their parents. 

During this term we also welcomed new staff, who have joined us this year: a warm welcome to all of the new 

teachers, teaching assistants, modern Hebrew assistants and individual needs assistants. A huge thank you goes 

also to former staff and Shul members who helped us with their exper.se during these first few weeks.  

During the High Holy Days, Cheder organised children and families’ ac.vi.es and services for three different age 

groups (under 5s, 6-9yrs old and 10+), engaging about 40 children, both on Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur 

mornings.  Ac.vi.es included making plates and place mats for Rosh HaShanah Seder and li>le bees out of felt, 

while on Yom Kippur the focus was around the story of Jonah. Each group had their own age appropriate       

service and on Rosh HaShanah everyone joined together to listen to the last blasts of the shofar. On first day 

Rosh HaShanah aMernoon, about 15 children joined in with their parents for a PJ Library story telling .me, just 

before taking part with the rest of the community at a crea.ve Tashlich ceremony. 

On Sunday, 13
th

 October, the Cheder children and their grownups spent the aMernoon 

beau.fully decora.ng the Sukkah for the whole community; thank you to everyone. The 

children enjoyed making decora.ons, learning about the lulav and etrog and how to shake 

them and drawing round themselves to create visitors for our Sukkah. Everyone shared a 

delicious meal before the service followed by Kiddush in the newly decorated Sukkah. 

On Friday evening, Chol ha-Moed Sukkot, our Cheder families hosted a yummy "Pizza in 

the Hut" aMer the Erev Shabbat service.  

On the last Sunday of Sukkot, we spent an aMernoon of friendship and celebra.on with 

some children and adults from al-Medinah Mosque and religious school. Ac.vi.es included 

wri.ng in Hebrew and Arabic, baking challah and a visit up to the Synagogue. The event concluded with a tea in 

the sukkah, sharing vegetarian food prepared by us as well as by our guests. We hope that this will be a first 

step towards a regular rela.onship with our new friends from the Mosque. 

 

 

A big thank you goes to the Cheder parents, who strongly supported and volunteered to make this event       

possible. Also a very special thank-you goes to Bryan and Julie>e Huberman, for leading the enjoyable tour of 

the Synagogue and helping out in the kitchen; to Miriam Book for leading the challah ac.vity table and baking 

around 30 challah rolls; to Graham Dollow who stepped in to take care of security and to Jason Lever and 

Michelle Kay who came to represent our Council. Our Cheder children and parents also took part to the lively 

erev and morning Simchat Torah services. 
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Wishing Mazel Tov to: 
Leah Corb and her family on the     
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah in        
November, and to Ben Krauss and his 
family on the occasion of his Bar     
Mitzvah in December. 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations to:  
Tara and Richard Dargavel on the birth of their daughter Ada, a sister for Levi . 

Debra Goodman and Micheal Korby of the birth of their grandson Lenny Michael Levy. 

Margaret & Robin Wood on the birth of their 14
th
 grandchild – Pearl Liba Wood. 

 

….and Mazel Tov Mazel Tov Mazel Tov Mazel Tov to Sue & Tony Rosenfield  

on the occasion of their grandson, Rafi’s Bar Mitzvah. 

        ... Aubrey Besser, Renee Kramer, Cynthia Berman 
and Oliver Harris on their special special special special birthdays in November November November November 
and to Wilf  Assin, Jeffrey Bodner, Susan Rosenfield,  
Allan Curtis and Bonnie Fixman on their 
special birthdays in DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember. 

 
      

 We wish long life to the families of Andrew Green, Martin Boxer,  

Esther Lowenthal, Alida Steinfeld, Diana Barnett, David Pincus & Sally Manley. 

CondolencesCondolencesCondolencesCondolences: 

 

Judith Boxer, Ghila Andersen,  
Katinka Allingham, Abi Levy 

...as new members to BHRS  

  ....to the youngsters of our community, who include:  

Jacob Dayan, Dylan Richardson, Ryan Walker and Iris Hitchmaugh for  

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember, and Edie Newton, Shiloh Duncanson, Eve Rajak, Xanthe Anderson and 

Laini Fixman for  December.December.December.December. 

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you 
to Sara for 
taking 
home our 
spare        
tallitot for a 
good wash 
and airing. 



Forthcoming dates and 
times for your diary 

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 

Fridays   10.30am Kuddle Up Toddler Group 

    6.30pm            Shabbat evening service 

Saturdays         10.30am           Shabbat morning service 

Sundays   9.50am  Cheder 

Sha’are Shalom 

November 
Fri 1st   NO KUDDLE UP TODDLERS 

               6.30pm Shabbat Kolot 

Sun 3rd  NO CHEDER 

  2pm  Stone Setting of  

    Blanche Litwin z’l 

Sat 9th 10.30am Shabbat Service  

       including Bat Mitzvah of Leah Corb 

Sat 16th 9am  Torah Breakfast 

Fri 22nd 6.30pm Shabbat Kolot  

  followed by Chavurah Supper with  

  our new members as ‘special guests’ 

Sat 30th 9am  Torah Breakfast 
 

December 
Sun 1st  2.30pm Helping Hands  

    Community Tea 

Sat 7th  9am  Torah Breakfast 

  10.30am Shabbaton &  

    Shabbat Doroteinu 

Sat 14th 9am  Rabbi's Shiur  

            ~ Chanukah how and why  

  10.30am Shabbat Service  

            followed by special kiddush for Welfare Team 

Sun 15th 9.50am           Cheder– last day of term 

Sat 21st 9.15am  Book Club -  

 “The House by the Lake” by Thomas Harding  

Sun 22nd  CHANUKAH ~ 1st candle 

Sat 28th 10.30am Shabbat Service  

      including Bar Mitzvah of Ben Krauss 

(The diary is subject to change) 

 

Don’t forget to make a donation to our 
Kol Nidre Appeal:  

 

 

        Synagogue Fund  

&  

             Langdon Foundation… 

Empowering independence for 25 years.  


