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I 
 am assuming that most of us 
are relieved that we don’t have 
a new government led by      
Jeremy Corbyn who, together 

with the people who support him, seemed to think that 
anti-Semitism was hardly a problem.  I must make it clear 
that this is definitely not an anti-Labour statement. 
Equally, it is not a pro-Labour statement.  In fact, I very 
much hope that Labour can revert to its original status 
and renew itself as a serious force in British politics.  I 
hope I have thus far avoided making any political state-
ment.  But I do want to make one further point.  I         
attended the Jewish hustings and the inter-faith hustings 
where Peter Kyle expressed his support for our           
community.  I like that and I like the way in which he has 
always been very supportive of the Jewish community, 
especially his willingness to stand up to his own party 
leadership on the subject of anti-Semitism.  This again 
does not mean I am pro- or anti-Labour, but I do believe 
we should recognise and thank those who are willing to 
take a stand on this subject which is so critical for our 
community.  I won’t say more on the subject of the     
election or its outcome, beyond hoping that, somehow 
or other, we will, perhaps        gradually, get back to less 
extreme politics and a less  divided society. 

We held a Kiddush in December to thank our Welfare 
Team for all the excellent work they do.  Some of you 
will know about that directly.  Sue Rosenfield has for 
some long time led a team who contact any member of 
the community who might be glad to hear from them.  In 
some cases the contact is made only during a period of 
illness and in other cases the contact is ongoing.  A      
variety of help and support is given.  Loneliness itself is a 
good enough reason for contact.  Of course, communica-
tions with each individual are undertaken on a confiden-
tial basis.  In the future, Karen Pettit will take the role of 
co-ordinating the efforts for our Welfare Team, with Sue 
still in support.  As I am sure you will agree, we are very 
grateful for the efforts of everyone involved with the 
Welfare Team. Please remember that they are always 
looking for anyone interested in joining the team.  So, 
please do contact the existing team members if you 
might be interested, and, by the way, just in case you 
didn’t realise, we do want to encourage both male and 

female congregants to join our Welfare Team.  Time 
spent on this activity is so very worthwhile. 

Your Council does, every so often, take new initiatives.  
Currently we are preparing to embark on an 
“engagement project”.  We are in the formative stages 
and Sharon is taking the lead.  The idea is simply to      
engage with our members more than we already do.  In 
similar mode and in case you haven’t noticed, Rabbi has 
been taking steps to see if more members will come and 
participate more in our Shabbat service.  Already several 
members have appeared on the bimah to help Rabbi 
with Shacharit.  (OK, I accept he probably doesn’t need 
help – but he does enjoy the company!)  So, if you think 
you might ever like to get more involved in anything we 
do, please talk to us – I mean talk to me, talk to any 
Council member, talk to Rabbi.  There are plenty of      
current activities as you know.  I’ve already mentioned 
Welfare.  Of course, there is Catering, Security,            
Wardening, School Visits, Book Club, Rosh Chodesh and 
others.  You might even think of a new activity you’d like 
to initiate. For example, we don’t have a bridge club!  I 
don’t know if that is a good idea or a bad idea, but, hope-
fully, you can see what I’m getting at.  See if you can 
think of anything you might like to do, new or old.  And 
please don’t forget, we’d always like to welcome you to 
our services.  I’ve said before, if you are not a regular 
Shul-goer (apparently not everyone is! so you needn’t 
feel alone), then please consider coming once a month, 
even once every other month? 

Finally (well, almost), did 
you catch our Rabbi on   
local TV (you can see it on 
YouTube – google “Doctor 
Andrea Zanardo about   
Chanukah and antisemi-
tism”).  An excellent performance.  Thank you Rabbi, and 
well done. 

By the time you read this, 2019 will be coming to a close.  
I am writing this before Chanukah, but you’ll probably 
not read this until Chanukah is well underway, maybe 
over.  I do wish you all Chag Chanukah Sameach.  I wish 
you well for 2020.  I hope you will enjoy some rest during 
the end of year holidays, and good times with your    
families.  I hope we can look forward to a more settled 
year ahead, a year in which our Synagogue can    
strengthen and develop.  My very best wishes to you all. 
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That Purim Feeling 

On Friday Dec 13, Jonathan, an 
Israeli Italian friend of mine,     
posted on his Facebook page a 
photo of a terribly depressed    
Jeremy Corbyn and this comment: 

“Con odio preparai la forca a Mordechai ma al collo -
ahimè- appenderanno me.” 

"With hate I had prepared the gallows for Mordechai, 
but what a pity I will be hanged now".  

It's a passage from a Purim nursery rhyme which         
Jonathan had uncovered in the archive of the               
Synagogue of Turin. 

I should say that in the slang of Italian politics, "to be 
hung" is a synonym for "being forced to resign".         
Obviously, no one plans to hang the (hopefully soon) 
former leader of the Labour Party!  

I am sure many Jews in the UK and abroad, shared the 
same Purim feeling that Jonathan had expressed. I for 
example did...  

At a certain point over the last few weeks we felt the 
real danger of having the leader of a Party, currently  
under investigation for anti-semitism, as Prime Minister. 
More than one family in our community had indeed     
approached me with requests of help for aliya, or for 
contacts abroad. Violent threats from the Far Left had 
been intensifying. At a certain point I felt I had to write a 
letter to the Jewish Chronicle, to counter the dangerous 
downplaying. 

And then, on 13th December, we could take a deep sigh 
of relief. We realised how disappointed many traditional 
Labour voters were because of the anti-semitic animosi-
ty of the leader and the small clique around him.   

It was definitively a Purim feeling. There was no public 
reading of the Megillah and there were no masks, but 
we did have fun at the pomposity of our enemies and 
celebrated intensely. On Shabbat we sang Hallel, as we 
do in joyous times, and I am sure this was not the only 
Synagogue where this happened. 

It was definitively a Purim feeling, because we felt that a 
great danger had been avoided. The danger of having at 
Downing Street a contemporary version of Haman 
[booooh!] 

Jeremy Corbyn indeed resembles Haman, 
because he could do harm to the Jewish 
people through decrees and legislation. 
And because, like Haman, he just could 
not get accept, or perhaps hated, these 
people (us) "scattered abroad and dis-
persed among the peoples" as Haman said to the 
king in the Megillah. He also goes on this way: "their 
laws are diverse from those of every people" which can 
be translated as "their sense of humour is different from 
ours". 

We have escaped being ruled by this contemporary 
Haman, but it is worth considering some other              
resemblance to Purim of the times we have lived 
through.  

The first is assimilation. In the Book of Esther, that tells 
the story of Purim, Jews are not a different population. 
They are just part of the multicultural Persian      empire. 
They wear the same clothes as their non-Jewish neigh-
bours, they speak in the same way and they have the 
same names: Mordechai and Esther are Persian names. 
Mordechai easily enters the King's Palace and Esther 
marries into the royal family... but, even when the Jews 
assimilated into this multicultural society, they were not 
safe. Persecution could still happen. An anti-semitic leg-
islation can be approved or implemented. A general anti-
semitic culture can replace the tolerant, culturally di-
verse culture of the place, and very quickly.  Remember, 
only a few months ago, anti-semitism was confined to 
the Far Right and in graffiti on walls. It took a really short 
time for a major party to become institutionally anti-
semitic. We Jews may try to assimilate, to become simi-
lar to our non-Jewish neighbours and acquaintances, we 
may try to conform to their values and their lifestyle, but 
nonetheless antisemitism raises its ugly head and things 
become dangerous for us.  

There is another teaching from the story of Purim. And it 
is as follows. We Jews celebrate 
with food, which is well known. 
And among the commandments 
of Purim there is this one: cele-
brate and be merry and share 
food. It is the well-known com-
mandment of the mishloach 
manot, gifts that are sent with-
out expecting anything in return. 
Nowadays mishlach manot can 
consist of some healthy nibbles (to the delight of 
healthy conscious parents) and perhaps some junk food 
such as popcorn. But the principle is very important; we 
must share food. Our way to celebrate is to share food. 

So, we celebrate in a Purim like atmosphere for these 
days and that we have avoided a danger, that we woke 
up in a nation more friendly than we thought it was. This 
is all fine and good and appropriate.  

But do not forget that the main reason why anti-
semitism is so appealing is the dramatic rise of poverty. 
The astonishing number of homeless people, the       
families whose livelihoods depend on food banks, the 
tragedy of fuel poverty, families that have to choose 
between food and heating. We live in a time of terrible 
inequality: this is perhaps the only thing all the               
politicians agree on, as we have seen here at our faith 
hustings.  

I am not a politician, neither a social scientist. I have no 
solutions to this terrible problem. But one thing I do 
know: we Jews must do more.  

From Rabbi Andrea 



We are interested in hearing your story and what was it that brought you to join our Shul.   
Over the next few months there will be various opportunities for you to share your story. 

♦ Rabbi Andrea is welcoming people who are happy to share their story during Shabbat morning service. 
You can speak to Rabbi or myself for more details.  

♦ I am happy to hold a mid-week coffee morning or evening if people are interested – please let me know 
by email or via the Shul office if you are. 

Alternatively, you can email me your story directly at:           
cyp@bh-rs.org 
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sharon Rose, Vice Chair 

...and what brought you to BHRS? 

How to get more involved with the Shabbat Services 

W 
e are encouraging more of our members to participate, with support, in our Shabbat morning 
services. This continues our efforts to make them more varied and engaging. Our choir are 
already hearing more of us joining in the music, through our Nashir (let us sing) initiative over 
the last year. 

Would you like to be a part of this and help bring an improved ruach (spirituality), atmosphere and 
enjoyment to services? You will get guidance and support: 

 Share with Rabbi taking the first part of the pre-Torah (Shacharit) service. It doesn’t have to be a lot, 
and can be in Hebrew or English, or a bit of both.  

 Could you speak for a few minutes in the Study Passage slot to share a story, or personal reflection or 
experience, about something in your Jewish and wider life (or do a traditional reading that Rabbi can 
suggest)? 

 We are one of the few Reform Shuls where the Torah Portion (Parasha) is chanted (leyned) every week, 
usually by Rabbi, Roger or Steve. Others have been learning and given it a try. Would you like to do 
this? 

 You can offer to read the Haphtorah in English, or open the Ark. You may have a Bar Mitzvah or Bat 
Mitzvah or other anniversary, a Yahzeit or just because you’d like to! 

Please do approach Rabbi Andrea, your wardens (Tony, Michael, Jason, Miriam, Barbara, Liz) or the office 
(Angie) – and Steve about leyning. 

 

Many in our community already volunteer for the home-
less. Many more generously give money or goods           
following the appeals we read from the SJRC (Sussex 
Jewish Representative Council). We are also liaising with 
other faith communities that tackle this emergency, and 
on 1st March BHRS in partnership with the SJRC, are    
hosting a Pop Up Café for the homeless community of 
Brighton & Hove, in the Ajex Hall.  This is an opportunity 
for us all to do more, so if you would like to donate        
towards the costs of the event or volunteer on the day, 
please contact the Shul office.  Much more can be done if 
we really want to learn the lesson from the Purim like   
atmosphere we are already experiencing. Let's continue 
to celebrate, and let's share even more.  

SJRC & BHRS 

Look for more details further in this issue 



Cheder Report           from  Sara & the Cheder Team 

Sha’are Shalom 

O n Saturday, 9th November we celebrated Leah Corb’s 

Bat Mitzvah. She led the service and sang beau!fully from the  Torah and 

gave us a taste of her wi$y look on the parasha and on life. Mazal tov 

again from all of us to her and her family! 

The second half of the exci!ng Cheder 

Autumn Term began on 10th November, 

welcoming a new family. 

On Sunday, 17th November, we celebrated Mitzvah Day. The topic 

chosen by the post B’nei Mitzvah Ruach Group was inclusion of the 

LGBT+ community. The children worked in similar age group         

ac!vi!es: The younger ones read stories and created some drawings 

about the different families that are present in our society and    

Jewish community, and the older students learned and discussed condi!ons and rights of the LGBT+ 

community in our country, worldwide, and within Jewish communi!es. At the end of the morning 

there was a fun fair in the AJEX Hall run by the Ruach group including a cake sale, raising £70 for 

Stonewall Charity. 

On Friday, 22nd November, the Cheder children co-led the Kabbalat service with the help of the Kolot 

group, followed by a very successful Chavurah Supper. All the children par!cipated in a very lively 

service. It also allowed them to show the work they do every week at Cheder, and to share the tunes 

they learn during our weekly Tefillah. 

During our Sunday sessions, we con!nue to follow our updated 

Hebrew programme, with the support of our Hebrew speaking 

teachers. As regards to Jewish topics, the children discussed, read 

and learnt about the Jewish understanding(s) of God. The older 

classes had the chance to explore the topic with Rabbi Andrea, 

who visited the classes for a session. Children also learned about 

Chanukah, through discussions, stories, songs and crea!ve           

ac!vi!es.  

Our last session of Cheder was on 15th 

December, which, for the second part 

of the morning, included doughnuts 

and a movie, as requested by Cheder 

Children’s Council. Younger children 

watched the Sesame Street episode 

about Chanukah, while the older ones watched “An   American Tail” by 

Steven Spielberg. 

During this second half of the term, we also started a new programme for Cheder families: “Family 

learning !me”. This includes a half termly update of what the children study at Cheder and some 

worksheets to reinforce their learning at home. We are very proud to say that the idea started from 

the request of our very ac!ve Children’s Council, showing how our students are not only engaged and 

have fun at Cheder, but they are also eager to learn. 

 

 

 



Sha’are Shalom 

KUDDLE UP SHABBAT  KUDDLE UP SHABBAT  KUDDLE UP SHABBAT  KUDDLE UP SHABBAT      
Parent and child playgroup  

for 0-4 years olds  

 

I am happy to be joining forces with our fab youth 
worker, Abi in making plans for the older children 
of our community. The aim of these events is to   
encourage them to feel more connected to the 
community and to give them the opportunity to 
make long lasting friendships. 

The last day of term was enjoyed with the first of our ‘After Cheder Clubs’ where all the children 
enjoyed a movie of their choice and munched on doughnuts, to get everyone in the mood for 
Chanukah. We will have a club once a month, each time with a different theme.  

Tu-Bishvat and Purim will be celebrated with cooking events, ‘Bake Off’ style and a visit to our 
local Jewish Residential Home, Hyman Fine House. Watch out for the info in your inbox.  

These events only work with your help, so please encourage your kids to come along and take 
part. We aim to keep costs low and won’t turn anyone 
away.  

Let’s help our community to grow! 

For more information or questions please contact:  

Hilary Peer, email:  youthrep.bhrs@gmail.com 

Abi Itkin, email: youthworker@bh-rs.org 

 

Come along to our friendly playgroup and  

get ready to welcome Shabbat! 

Friday mornings from  

10.30am-12.30pm (term time).  

There will be free play time,  

coffee/tea and snacks,  

plus a light lunch for children  

and their grown-ups. 

A donation of £3 per child  

(£1.50 for siblings) per  

session  would be welcome. 
 

For more information please email  

kuddleupshabbat@gmail.com    

 



Norman Grant 
Of 

Gary Green Memorials 
 

 
The Recommended Mason for the 

Brighton & Hove Reform Community 
and all Jewish Cemeteries Countrywide 

New Memorials, Renovations  
and Additional Inscriptions 

Home Visits by Appointment 
 

 
01273 885874 

Mobile: 07769 515 045 
ngrant37@gmail.com 

Do you know……..Do you know……..Do you know……..Do you know……..    
    
    

...of anyone who might be in         

hospital, or if anyone has recently 

returned home from hospital, who 

might benefit from a visit from our 

Welfare Group. 
 

If so, please do not hesitate to let us know. 

 

 

 

We also prepare a list for Refuah Shleima 

(speedy recovery) to our members, whom we  

know are unwell. 

 

If you wish names to be included in the Shabbat  

service, please contact the office or Rabbi. 

I have recently taken over 
from Sue Rosenfield as the 
contact for Welfare at the 
Shul. 

We have a small but dedicated team of    
volunteers who phone and visit some of our 
members on a regular basis.  

We also have contact with other local Jewish 
organisations, which may be helpful. 

If you would like to find out more, or are   
interested in becoming a volunteer, please 
contact me on 01273 735343 or email c/o our 
new email address:   
welfarebhrs@gmail.com 

Karen Pettitt,   
Welfare Co-ordinator 

Sha’are Shalom 

....From the Welfare Team  

MARTIN GROSS 
 

Funeral Director and 

Funeral Consultant 

to Jewish communities 
 

01273 439792 

07801 599771 

07540 066566 
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Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations to:  
Suzanne & James Anderson on the birth of their son, Isaac David Anderson, born Suzanne & James Anderson on the birth of their son, Isaac David Anderson, born Suzanne & James Anderson on the birth of their son, Isaac David Anderson, born Suzanne & James Anderson on the birth of their son, Isaac David Anderson, born 

15th November. 15th November. 15th November. 15th November.     

    

Ronnie & Michael Rosenberg on the birth of their granddaughter Ori, Ronnie & Michael Rosenberg on the birth of their granddaughter Ori, Ronnie & Michael Rosenberg on the birth of their granddaughter Ori, Ronnie & Michael Rosenberg on the birth of their granddaughter Ori, 

born on 25th November, daughter to Emma & Bre& Katz.born on 25th November, daughter to Emma & Bre& Katz.born on 25th November, daughter to Emma & Bre& Katz.born on 25th November, daughter to Emma & Bre& Katz.    

Wishing Mazel Tov to: 
Jacob Dayan and his family on the     
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah and to 
Ivor Richards and his family on the 
occasion of his 2nd Bar Mitzvah in 
February. 

        ... Martin Gould, Eugenie Simmons & Hanne    
Lixenberg on their special special special special birthdays in January January January January and to 
Anthony Rose, Palomba Tarragano, Robert Delacour, 
Maisie Jackson, Philip Berman & Jason Lever 
on their special birthdays in FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary. 

Happy Birthday …. 

TELL US.. 
If you have changed your :If you have changed your :If you have changed your :If you have changed your :        
Address, phone number,  

email address etc. 

     CondolencesCondolencesCondolencesCondolences: 
 

 We wish long life to the families of Jan Green and Mai Fields. 

 ...as new members to 

BHRS 

Jack LeRoy, Gina Behar 

and Harriet, Nikhita, Ezra & Tara Lissauer 

  ....to the youngsters of our community, who include:  

Louis Gordon, Oliver Walker, Jonah Buchalter, Bella Dove, Ben Dovrat & 

Jenniffer Naylor for  JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary, and Adam firsht, Sam Levene, Dov Zanardo,  

Jacob Lazarus, Levi Dargavel & Leah Sharpe for  February.February.February.February. 

BHRS hosted  
Brighton & Hove Faith in Action Hustings 



Forthcoming dates and 
times for your diary 

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 

Fridays   10.30am Kuddle Up Toddler Group 
    6.30pm            Shabbat evening service 
Saturdays         10.30am           Shabbat morning service 
Sundays   9.50am  Cheder 

Sha’are Shalom 

January 
Fri 3rd  5.30pm Memorial Service for 

    David Pincus z”l 

Sat 4th 9am  Rabbi’s Torah  

    Breakfast 

  3pm  Cheder hosting ~  
    Mincha & Havdala 

Fri 10th 6.30pm Shabbat Kolot 

Sun 12th 9.50am Cheder Term starts 

Sat 18th  9am  Rabbi’s Torah  

    Breakfast 

Sun 26th 11am  AJEX Memorial Service  

    @ Meadow View 
     

February 
Sun 1st  9am  Rabbi’s Torah 

    Breakfast 

  10.30am Shabbat Doroteinu &  

    Shabbaton 

Fri 7th  6.30pm Shabbat Kolot 

Sat 8th 9.15am  Book Club -  

    ‘Summer at Gaglow’  
    by Esther Freud  

  10.30am Shabbat Service  
                            including Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Dayan 

Sun 9th 2.30pm Helping Hands  

    Community Tea 

Sat 15th 10.30am Shabbat Service  

                   including 2nd Bar Mitzvah of Ivor Richards         
                                            followed by a special kiddush 

Sun 16th  CHEDER HALF TERM 

  6.30pm  BHRS SUPPER QUIZ 

Sat 22nd 10.30am Shabbat Service  
                                            followed by a special kiddush   
                              to celebrate Jason’s special birthday 

Sun 23rd  CHEDER HALF TERM 

This publication was produced by Liz Shaw 

(The diary is subject to change) 


